Tertiary sediments in southwestern Nevada was made by H. W. Turner3 in 1900. Turner described a succession of conglomerates, sandstones, tuffs and associated flows of rhyolite and andesite in the vicinity of the Silver Peak Range, 100 miles northwest of the Grapevine Mountains, and named the series the Esmeralda. The basal beds of the series were found to lie unconformably on Paleozoic rocks. Although a probable Miocene age was given to the series, it was recognized that a range in age from Eocene to Pliocene might well be represented. Spurr4 in the same year referred the Esmeralda to the late Eocene or early Miocene because part of this series occurs beneath the oldest rhyolite in the Silver Peak Range, which he regarded as of Eocene age. Three years later Spurr5 described the sediments occurring along the east side of the Amargosa Range and in Death Valley, referred them to the Esmeralda, and reiterated his earlier statement that this formation is late Eocene to early Miocene in age. In 1905 Spurr6 described the Siebert Tuff at Tonopah, Nevada, and referred this deposit to the middle or late Miocene, distinguishing it from the Esmeralda, which he regarded as older.
In 1907 Ball7 gave a more detailed description of the Tertiary sediments on the east side of the Amargosa Range and in Death Valley. Ball noted that conglomerates exposed in the vicinity of Boundary Canyon contained boulders of rhyolite. Believing that these boulders were derived from an early Miocene rhyolite, exposed in the immediate vicinity, Ball referred the conglomerates to the middle Miocene and correlated them, as well as the borax-bearing sediments in Death Valley with the "Siebert Lake Beds," the Siebert Tuff of Spurr. In reality, however, the rhyolite boulders in the vicinity of Boundary Canyon have their origin in rocks belonging to an older period of vulcanism, and the sediments in this area observed by Ball are older than and lie beneath his early Miocene rhyolites.
Occurrence At its plenary meeting in June, 1935, in Scheveningen-Bruxelles, the I.E.C. unanimously adopted the M.K.S. System of Giorgi, as a comprehensive absolute practical system of scientific units.
The last preceding international action of a similar character was in 1881, when the International Electrical Congress of Paris' adopted the centimeter-gram-second (C.G.S.) system. Commencing with that action in 1881, various International Electrical Congresses, up to that of 1893 at Chicago,2 and since then, the i.E.c.,% have adopted, by successive steps, the well-known series of nine practical electromagnetic units (ohm, volt, ampere, farad, coulomb, joule, watt, henry and weber). These practical units are recognized as not pertaining to the C.G.S. system; but as being derived therefrom through a corresponding series of decimal multiples (109, 108, 10-1, 10-9, 10-1, 107, 107 and 108). It was pointed out by Clerk-Maxwell,4 that the series might be considered as belonging to a practical absolute system having for its fundamental units the length of an earth-quadrant, (109 cm.), the mass of an eleventh-gram (10-11 g.) and the mean solar second of time (Q.E.S.). In the Q.E.S. system, the numerical value of ,Ao space permeability, was unity, the same as in the C.G.S magnetic system. The units of length and mass in the Q.E.S. system are so awkward that neither Maxwell, nor any unitologist since his time, has ever seriously proposed the practical adoption of the Q.E.S. system. It has remained an academic curiosity.
In 1901, however, Prof. G. Giorgi of Rome5 showed that if the numerical VOL. 21, 1935 
